[Intraepidermal distribution patterns of melanocytes in the melanocytic lesions on the sole: proposed criteria for histopathologic diagnosis of plantar malignant melanoma in situ].
Eighty-eight melanocytic lesions on the soles of Japanese were histologically investigated. Increased numbers of solitary melanocytes above the basal layer of the epidermis were often found in the benign melanocytic nevi on the sole: in 5 lesions of 9 congenital melanocytic nevi, 22 of 65 acquired melanocytic nevi, and 1 of 5 dysplastic nevi. In addition, a moderate degree of nuclear atypia of proliferating melanocytes was frequently observed in the benign melanocytic nevi on the sole: in 3 lesions of 9 congenital melanocytic nevi, 17 of 65 acquired melanocytic nevi, and 2 of 5 dysplastic nevi. Therefore it cannot be said that increased numbers of solitary atypical melanocytes above the basal layer is a characteristic histologic feature of early malignant melanoma in situ. Combining the intraepidermal distribution patterns of melanocytes and maximum diameter of the lesion, we propose criteria for histopathologic diagnosis of plantar malignant melanoma in situ.